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Hi!
Weatherly Stephan
she/her
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What I’ll Cover

▰ Reparative Description Principles
▰ Reparative Description Workflow
▰ Names
▰ Titles
▰ Subject Headings
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44

Remediation of practices or data that exclude, 
silence, harm, or mischaracterize marginalized 

people in the data created or used by archivists to 
identify or characterize archival resources

SAA Dictionary of Archives Terminology

Reparative Description

“

https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/reparative-description.html


Archival Collections Management

▰ Accessioning ▰ Arrangement 
& Description

▰ Web 
Archiving
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The Many Facets of 
Arrangement & Description
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Preservation 
Returns

Digitization 
Preparation

Reading Room 
Remediation

Traditional 
A&D Projects

Reparative 
Description Data Cleanup



ACM Values
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Ongoing, 
iterative 

work

Continuous 
education 

and 
research

Privileging
self-identification

Building 
community 
connections
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User Request Form



100%

185,244 users

9

Harmful Language
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We are actively confronting and remediating how we describe 
our collection materials.

We know that language can and does perpetuate harm, and the 
work we are undertaking centers on anti-oppressive practices. 

We are also making reparative changes, all to ensure that the 
descriptive language we use upholds and enacts our values of 

inclusion, diversity, equity, belonging, and accessibility.

Harmful Language

“



Names

▰ Name changes, birth names, deadnames, and 
anonymized names

▰ Can affect collection titles, creators, subjects, and 
narrative notes like biographical/historical 
notes.

▰ Changes may or may not be documented in 
public-facing records
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GAPIMNY Records Requested Changes

▰ GAPIMNY has changed its name from “Gay Asian & 
Pacific Islander Men of New York.” Can that change 
please be reflected in the "Creator" and "Title" 
fields?

▰We'd also like to replace the first two sentences of 
the abstract with this: “Founded in 
1990, GAPIMNY is an all-volunteer, membership-
based community …”

▰ Finally, dates [inclusive] should be 1990-2018.
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GAPIMNY Records Changes

Field Original Finding Aid Revised Finding Aid

Creator Gay Asian & Pacific Islander Men 

of New York

GAPIMNY

Title Gay Asian & Pacific Islander Men 

of New York Records

GAPIMNY Records

Dates (Inclusive) 1994-2014 1994-2019

Abstract and 

Historical Note

Gay Asian & Pacific Islander Men 

of New York (GAPIMNY) is a 

volunteer-run community 

organization…

GAPIMNY, formerly known as the 

Gay and Pacific Islander Men of New 

York, is a volunteer-run community 

organization…

Revision Note Finding aid was updated by Anna 

McCormick to reflect GAPIMNY's 

name change, November 2019.



Titles

▰ Archivist assigned vs. creator-assigned titles
▰ Typically in unit title (e.g. file title) and scope 

and contents notes; can also be repeated in 
subject headings

▰ Generally documented, except for 
inadvertent typographical errors

14



Martin Wong Papers Suggested Changes
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Martin Wong Papers Title Changes
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Original Finding Aid Revised Finding Aid

Graffiti: Tag Art Graffiti: F5 by Lee Quiñones

Graffiti: Assorted Artwork Graffiti: Artwork by Crash, Sharp, 

and Laroc

Graffiti: Assorted Artwork Graffiti: Tag by Kies

Graffiti: Assorted Artwork Graffiti: Stash Two Fax Art



Martin Wong Papers Record Changes▰ Series VIII was added to the collection as an accretion in 2009. 

Series IX was added to the collection as an accretion in 2013. All 

other decisions regarding arrangement, description, and physical 

interventions for this collection prior to 2020 are unknown.

▰ In 2020, Anna Björnsson McCormick enhanced description of Sign 

Language works following conservation treatment. 

▰ In 2021, Weatherly Stephan updated the container list to reflect 

rehousing of oversize materials, and reintegrated oversize material 

into their original series. Files were retitled with the first line of a 

work or a description of a prominent figure on the first page, or 

based on user suggestions, and dated where possible.
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Wong Processing Note



Subject Headings

▰ Requires complex assessments: one mass 
replacement may not be appropriate for all linked 
records

▰ Exploring alternate vocabularies
▰ May be documented when changes affect other 

fields in record, or may be overlaid with a general 
user notification in catalog.
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Authorities Working Group 
Harmful Subject Headings Work
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Archival Collections Management 
Harmful Subject Headings Work
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Values
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Ongoing, 
iterative 

work

Continuous 
education 

and 
research

Privileging
self-identification

Building 
community 
connections



Resources from ACM

▰ https://guides.nyu.edu/archival-collections-
management/inclusive

▰ https://bit.ly/nyu-aad-manual
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https://guides.nyu.edu/archival-collections-management/inclusive
https://bit.ly/nyu-aad-manual
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THANKS Y’ALL!
After the Q&A, you can reach me at

was227@nyu.edu


